ICCF ASPIRERS

Dear Chess friends,

1. Introduction

I am pleased to submit my thirteenth report as tournament organiser of the Aspirer tournaments to the 2026 ICCF Congress. The period of this report will be from 1st June 2025 through to 30th May 2026.

2. 	Aspirer tournaments

The Aspirer tournaments enables players who are new to the ICCF, have an ICCF rating or a declared FIDE rating of less than 1600, or a player rated between 1600 and 1800 and a Rating Deviation of between 120 and 250 at the time of registration to participate within ICCF events where they are not likely to be outclassed. They therefore should get some enjoyable games and hopefully become quite active within the ICCF family.

3. 	Aspirer tournament entries

Yet again the Aspirer tournaments have proved to be extremely popular this year. During the period of this report I have received a total of 322 entries which have been split into 46 separate events. 

Appendix 1 of this report contains details of the breakdown of the entries.

4. 	Appreciation

Finally, I wish to thank my tournament directors for their hard work in these events. The tournament directors are (in alphabetical order):

Ackley, Peter (ENG)
CCE Benages Mabres, Valenti (ESP)
IM Böhnke, Hartmut (GER)
CCM Borges, João Luiz Montezuma (BRA)
Bottin, Marco (ITA)
CCM De Andrés Senra, Sergio I. (ESP)
CCE Green, Michael (GER)
CCM Harris, Timothy (USA)
SIM Kitson, Keith (ENG)
CCM Martins, Sérgio A. (POR)
Matos, Bruno Sousa de (BRA)
IM Petrov, Milen (BUL)
IM Sharpe, Sam (CAN)
Thommen, John (USA)
IM Weiser, Robert (USA)
CCM Zaccaria, Vincenzo (ITA)

Appendix 1
Entries by country

Number of countries = 33

Argentina = 1	Australia = 14		Austria = 1		Bolivia = 5
Brazil = 4		Bulgaria = 1			Canada = 2		Chile = 1 Croatia = 2		Czechia = 7			England = 18	Finland = 1 France = 4		Germany = 59		Greece = 3		India = 1 Indonesia = 1	Israel = 26			Isolated players = 4	
Italy = 37		Latvia = 1			Netherlands = 2	Philippines = 1 Poland = 5		Romania = 3		Scotland = 2	Slovakia = 4 Slovenia = 2		Spain = 10			Sweden = 12	Ukraine = 9 Uruguay = 1		USA = 78

 
SIM Ian M Pheby, IA (ENG)
TO, ICCF Aspirer tournaments
