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REPORT OF THE POSTAL TOURNAMENT OFFICE


Year 2025
In 2025 I started 2 WT/A and 4 WT/O, with a total of 25 players, while in 2024 I started 5 WT/A and 3 WT/O, with a total of 33 players.
We must therefore record a 24% decrease in the number of players, with a reduction in the number of WT/A tournaments and an increase in WT/O tournaments.
Players in the 2025 postal tournaments came from 17 different countries (12 countries in 2024). This means that in at least a third of the ICCF member countries there is still some interest, at least minimal, in postal play.


Year 2026
In the first 6 months of 2025 I started only one WT/O section and no one WT/A section.


Considerations
In my 2025 PTO report I wrote that I will continue to fight for the preservation of postal tournaments and added: “As long as it will be possible to start at least one WT/A and one WT/O tournament every 6 months, I will be inclined to maintain the division of postal tournaments into two classes”. 
Unfortunately, the data relating to the first half of 2026 seem to contradict this last statement of mine.
I hope that the negative trend will be reversed within the next 12 months. However, if this doesn't happen, I intend to propose to the 2027 Congress a new structure for postal tournaments that will help keep this important branch of correspondence chess alive.
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