Isolated Player Support Officer’s Report
2026 ICCF Congress

This report covers the period from June 1, 2025 to May 30, 2026.

There were 83 new confirmed isolated players during this reporting period. As usual I send questionnaires to prospective players before their accounts are approved. Players who respond to questionnaires get their accounts confirmed while those who do not respond or do not provide their real names get rejected. There were about 15 players whose applications were declined for various reasons namely – no response to email questionnaires despite reminders and for duplicate accounts. Below is the breakdown of confirmed isolated players by region/country.
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Note that the final confirmation of the new accounts and deletion are by done by the Ratings Commissions.

It should be noted also that I facilitated the transfers from their federations to isolated player status of 3 players in 2025 and 4 players in 2026 (with 1 player by end of the year). Also provided support to isolated players for various reasons.

If given the opportunity, I would also like to serve as a facilitator in promoting and encouraging the isolated players to form and organize their own federations.
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The medals and certificates of the major titles of IM, SIM and GM are to be handed in person during the Opening and awarding ceremonies of the 2026 Congress. The medal awardees will be informed accordingly and asked how do they want to receive their medals. The medals for Belarus will be coursed thru the Embassy of Belarus in Washington, DC same as per previous arrangement. 

The Isolated Players team has also advanced to the 2nd Round of the 2nd World Team Cup Tournament facing Germany and Adria United. Special mention also to the federations of Portugal, Bulgaria and Cuba for extending their invitations to the isolated players in their open tournaments.

Thanks also to Austin Lockwood and Manfred Frerichs for the information provided for the isolated players.

Amici Sumus!

Arthur C Simplina
Isolated Player Support Officer
October 4, 2026
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CFB 2

CFR 23

Africa/ME 10

Asia 26

Latin America 11

Europe 11

INT

Total 83

Isolated Players

Period: June 1, 2025 - May 30, 2026
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Federations GM SIM IM IA CCM  CCE Individual Team

Belarus 1 2 3 1

Colombia 1

Cyprus 1 1

Egypt 1

Ghana 1

Kazakhstan 1 1

Moldova 1

Russia 3 4 8 2 2 5 9

San Marino 1

Serbia 1

Singapore 1

United Arab Emirates 1 1

Total 3 8 14 8 6 5 9

Title Tournament Success

Medal distribution at the 2026 ICCF Congress

Period: April 2025 to May 31, 2026


